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Table 8.8  Consumption of Fossil Fuels To Generate Electricity, 1949-1999

Year

Coal 1 Petroleum Natural Gas

Electric
Utilities

Nonutility
Power

Producers

Total
Electric
Power
Sector

Electric Utilities Nonutility Power Producers Total
Electric
Power
Sector

Electric
Utilities 6

Nonutility
Power

Producers 7

Total
Electric
Power
Sector

Heavy
Oil 2

Light
Oil 3 Liquids

Petroleum
Coke Total 4 Liquids 5

Petroleum
Coke Total 4

Million Short Tons Million Barrels
Million

Short Tons
Million
Barrels

 Million
Barrels

Million
Short Tons

Million
Barrels

 Million
Barrels Billion Cubic Feet

1949   84     NA 84 62 5 66     NA 66     NA     NA     NA 66 550     NA 550
1950   92     NA 92 70 5 75     NA 75     NA     NA     NA 75 629     NA 629
1951   106     NA 106 59 5 64     NA 64     NA     NA     NA 64 764     NA 764
1952   107     NA 107 62 5 67     NA 67     NA     NA     NA 67 910     NA 910
1953   116     NA 116 76 6 82     NA 82     NA     NA     NA 82 1,034     NA 1,034
1954   118     NA 118 62 5 67     NA 67     NA     NA     NA 67 1,165     NA 1,165
1955   144     NA 144 70 5 75     NA 75     NA     NA     NA 75 1,153     NA 1,153
1956   158     NA 158 67 5 73     NA 73     NA     NA     NA 73 1,239     NA 1,239
1957   161     NA 161 74 6 80     NA 80     NA     NA     NA 80 1,336     NA 1,336
1958   156     NA 156 72 6 78     NA 78     NA     NA     NA 78 1,373     NA 1,373
1959   168     NA 168 82 6 88     NA 88     NA     NA     NA 88 1,629     NA 1,629
1960   177     NA 177 84 4 88     NA 88     NA     NA     NA 88 1,725     NA 1,725
1961   182     NA 182 85 4 89     NA 89     NA     NA     NA 89 1,825     NA 1,825
1962   193     NA 193 85 4 89     NA 89     NA     NA     NA 89 1,966     NA 1,966
1963   211     NA 211 89 4 93     NA 93     NA     NA     NA 93 2,144     NA 2,144
1964   225     NA 225 97 4 101     NA 101     NA     NA     NA 101 2,323     NA 2,323
1965   245     NA 245 110 5 115     NA 115     NA     NA     NA 115 2,321     NA 2,321
1966   266     NA 266 135 6 141     NA 141     NA     NA     NA 141 2,610     NA 2,610
1967   274     NA 274 154 7 161     NA 161     NA     NA     NA 161 2,746     NA 2,746
1968   298     NA 298 179 10 189     NA 189     NA     NA     NA 189 3,148     NA 3,148
1969   311     NA 311 236 15 251     NA 251     NA     NA     NA 251 3,488     NA 3,488
1970   320     NA 320 311 24 336 1 339     NA     NA     NA 339 3,932     NA 3,932
1971   327     NA 327 362 34 396 1 399     NA     NA     NA 399 3,976     NA 3,976
1972   352     NA 352 440 53 494 1 497     NA     NA     NA 497 3,977     NA 3,977
1973   389     NA 389 513 47 560 1 563     NA     NA     NA 563 3,660     NA 3,660
1974   392     NA 392 483 53 536 1 539     NA     NA     NA 539 3,443     NA 3,443
1975   406     NA 406 467 39 506       (s) 506     NA     NA     NA 506 3,158     NA 3,158
1976   448     NA 448 514 42 556       (s) 556     NA     NA     NA 556 3,081     NA 3,081
1977   477     NA 477 575 49 624       (s) 624     NA     NA     NA 624 3,191     NA 3,191
1978   481     NA 481 588 48 636       (s) 638     NA     NA     NA 638 3,188     NA 3,188
1979   527     NA 527 493 31 523       (s) 525     NA     NA     NA 525 3,491     NA 3,491
1980   569     NA 569 391 29 420       (s) 421     NA     NA     NA 421 3,682     NA 3,682
1981   597     NA 597 330 21 351       (s) 352     NA     NA     NA 352 3,640     NA 3,640
1982   594     NA 594 234 15 250       (s) 251     NA     NA     NA 251 3,226     NA 3,226
1983   625     NA 625 229 17 245       (s) 247     NA     NA     NA 247 2,911     NA 2,911
1984   664     NA 664 189 15 204       (s) 206     NA     NA     NA 206 3,111     NA 3,111
1985   694     NA 694 159 15 173       (s) 175     NA     NA     NA 175 3,044     NA 3,044
1986   685     NA 685 216 14 230       (s) 232     NA     NA     NA 232 2,602     NA 2,602
1987   718     NA 718 184 15 199       (s) 201     NA     NA     NA 201 2,844     NA 2,844
1988   758     NA 758 229 19 248       (s) 250     NA     NA     NA 250 2,636     NA 2,636
19898 767 31 798 242 25 267 1 270 28     NA 28 298 2,787 1,181 3,968
19908 774 32 806 181 15 196 1 200 28 1 33 234 2,787 1,387 4,174
19918 772 38 810 171 14 185 1 188 28 2 36 225 2,789 1,570 4,359
1992   780 45 824 136 12 147 1 152 32 3 46 198 2,766 1,845 4,610
1993   814 48 862 149 13 162 1 169 37 3 53 221 2,682 2,014 4,696
1994   817 52 870 135 16 151 1 155 42 5 66 221 2,987 2,149 5,136
1995   829 50 879 87 16 102 1 106 35 4 56 162 3,197 2,304 5,500
1996   875 53 928 96 17 113 1 117 38 4 61 178 2,732 2,448 5,180
1997   900 53 953 110 15 125 1 132 36 4 57 190 2,968 2,231 5,200
1998   911 57 968 157 22 179 2 187 54 4 77 264 3,258 2,666 5,924
1999P 897 72 968 126 23 149 2 157 50 2 60 217 3,125 E2,262 5,388

1 Coal, fine coal, anthracite culm, bituminous gob, lignite waste, tar coal, waste coal, and coke breeze.
2 For 1949 to 1979, steam plant consumption of petroleum; for 1980 forward, fuel oil nos. 4, 5, and 6,

and residual fuel oils.
3 For 1949 to 1979, gas turbine and internal combustion plant use of petroleum; for 1980 forward, fuel

oil nos. 1 and 2, kerosene, and jet fuel.
4 Petroleum coke is converted at 5 barrels per short ton.
5 Fuel oil nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6, crude oil, kerosene, liquid butane, liquid propane, methanol, liquid

byproducts, oil waste, sludge oil, and tar oil.
6 Includes supplemental gaseous fuels.
7 Natural gas only.
8 Nonutility data for 1989-1991 were collected for facilities with capacities of 5 megawatts or more.  In

1992, the threshold was lowered to include facilities with capacities of 1 megawatt or more.  Estimates of
the 1-to-5 megawatt range for 1989-1991 were derived from historical data.  The estimation did not include
retirements that occurred prior to 1992 and included only the capacity of facilities that came on line before
1992.

P=Preliminary.  E=Estimated.  NA=Not available.  (s)=Less than 0.5 million short tons.  
Notes:  •  Electric utility data are for fuels consumed to produce electricity only.  Nonutility data prior to

1999 are for fuels consumed to produce both electricity and useful thermal output; nonutility data for 1999
are for fuels consumed to produce electricity only.  •  Due to restructuring of the electric power sector, the
sale of generation assets is resulting in reclassification of plants from electric utility to nonutility plants.
•  See Note 2 at end of section.  •  Totals may not equal sum of components due to independent rounding.

Sources:  See end of section.


